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The Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2005 (VAWA) prohibits denial of 

admission to an otherwise qualified applicant on the basis that the applicant is or has been a 

victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking.  Specifically, Section 606(1) of VAWA 

adds the following provision to Section 8 of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, which lists contract 

provisions and requirements for the housing choice voucher program: 

• That an applicant or participant is or has been a victim of domestic violence, dating 

violence, or stalking is not an appropriate reason for denial of program assistance or for 

denial of admission, if the applicant otherwise qualifies for assistance or admission. 

DefinitionsDefinitionsDefinitionsDefinitions    

As used in VAWA: 

• The term domestic violence includes felony or misdemeanor crimes committed by a 

current or former spouse of the victim, by a person with whom the victim shares a 

child in common, by a person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the 

victim as a spouse, by a person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim under the 

domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant monies, or by any 

other person against an adult or youth victim who is protected from that person’s acts 

under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction. 

• The term dating violence means violence committed by a person who is or has been in a 

social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim; and where the 

existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the 

following factors: 

 

� The length of the relationship 

� The type of relationship 

� The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship 

 

• The term stalking means: 

 

� To follow, pursue, or repeatedly commit acts with the intent to kill, injure, 

harass, or intimidate; or 

� To place under surveillance with the intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate 

another person; and 

� In the course of, or as a result of, such following, pursuit, surveillance, or 

repeatedly committed acts, to place a person in reasonable fear of the death of, 



or serious bodily injury to, or to cause substantial emotional harm to (1) that 

person, (2) a member of the immediate family of that person, or (3) the spouse 

or intimate partner of that person. 

 

• The term immediate family member means, with respect to a person: 

 

� A spouse, parent, brother, sister, or child of that person, or an individual to 

whom that person stands in the position or place of a parent; or 

� Any other person living in the household of that person and related to that 

person by blood and marriage. 

 

Notification and Victim DocumentationNotification and Victim DocumentationNotification and Victim DocumentationNotification and Victim Documentation    

PHA Policy 

Campbell County Department of Housing acknowledges that a victim of domestic violence, 

dating violence, or stalking may have an unfavorable history that would warrant denial under 

the PHA’s policies.  Therefore, if CCDH makes a determination to deny admission to an 

applicant family, CCDH will include in its notice of denial a statement of protection against 

denial provided by VAWA and will offer the applicant the opportunity to provide 

documentation affirming that the cause of the unfavorable history is that a member of the 

applicant family is or has been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. 

The documentation must include two elements: 

A signed statement by the victim that provides the name of the perpetrator and certifies 

that the incidents in question are bona fide incidents of actual or threatened domestic 

violence, dating violence, or stalking, and  

One of the following: 

A police or court record documenting the actual or threatened abuse, or 

A statement signed by an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider, an 

attorney, a medical professional, or another knowledgeable professional from whom 

the victim has sought assistance in addressing the actual or threatened abuse.  The 

professional must attest under penalty of perjury that the incidents in question are bona 

fide incidents of abuse, and the victim must sign or attest to the statement. 

The applicant must submit the required documentation with her or his request for informal 

review or must request an extension in writing at that time.  If the applicant so requests, the 

PHA will grant an extension of 10 calendar days, and will postpone the scheduling the 

applicant’s informal review until after it has received the documentation or the extension 

period has elapsed.  If after reviewing the documentation provided by the applicant CCDH 



determines the family is eligible for assistance, no informal review will be scheduled and 

CCDH will proceed with admission of the applicant family. 
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PHA Policy 

In cases where an applicant family includes the perpetrator as well as the victim of domestic 

violence, dating violence, or stalking, CCDH will proceed as above but will require, in addition, 

either (a) that the perpetrator be removed from the applicant household and not reside in the 

assisted housing unit or (b) that the family provide documentation that the perpetrator has 

successfully completed, or is successfully undergoing, rehabilitation and treatment. 

If the family elects the second option, the documentation must be signed by an employee or 

agent of a domestic violence service provider or by a medical or other knowledgeable 

professional from whom the perpetrator has sought or is receiving assistance in addressing the 

abuse.  The signer must attest under penalty of perjury to his or her belief that the 

rehabilitation was successfully completed or is progressing successfully.   The victim and 

perpetrator must also sign or attest to the documentation.  This additional documentation must 

be submitted within the same time frame as the documentation required above from the 

victim. 

Campbell County Department of Housing Confidentiality RequirementsCampbell County Department of Housing Confidentiality RequirementsCampbell County Department of Housing Confidentiality RequirementsCampbell County Department of Housing Confidentiality Requirements    

All information provided to CCDH regarding domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, 

including the fact that an individual is a victim of such violence or stalking, must be retained 

in confidence and may neither be entered into any shared database nor provided to any related 

entity, except to the extent that the disclosure (a) is requested or consented to by an individual 

in writing, (b) is required for use in an eviction proceeding, or (c) is otherwise required by 

applicable law. 

 

The following statement is standard on all appointment letters to current program participants and applicants: 

 

If negative action has been taken against a participating or applicant family by the PHA in a circumstance where 

VAWA should be considered, please notify the PHA of your concerns to determine whether a review is in order. 

 

 

 



If you or someone you know is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or staking, please 

consider contacting on or all of the following agencies for information and/or assistance:  

The Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Data Resource Center at 

http://www.jrsa.orog/dvsa-drc/kentcuky/index.shtml 

 

Kentucky Domestic Violence Association at 

http://www.kdva.org/ 

 

The Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services 

http://chfs.ky.gov/dcbs/dvpr/au_default.htm 

The Kentucky Office of Victim Services at 

http://www.corrections.ky.gov/ovs 

 

*Local Social Service and Emergency Service Contact Information is available on our webpage under the 

FORMS/MORE INFORMATION section. 

 


