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CAMPBELL COUNTY FISCAL COURT 

(MAYORS’ MEETING) 

MINUTES 

January 22, 2013 

 

 

A special meeting of the Campbell County Fiscal Court (Mayors’ Meeting) and local 

representatives was held on Tuesday, January 22, 2013, at 6:00 p.m. at the Campbell County 

Fiscal Court Chambers, 1098 Monmouth Street, Newport, Kentucky.  Items on the Agenda were: 

(1) 2013 Legislative Session Issues, (2) Brent Spence Bridge Replacement, (3) Sanitation 

District No. 1 Updates, (4) Electronic Emergency Protection Orders, (5) Update on County 

Personnel Changes, (6) A J Jolly Park 50
th

 Anniversary Celebration, (7) Transportation Issues, 

(8) 911 Funding Update, (9) Campbell County Spring Clean-up, and Other Items of Interest. 

 

Steve Pendery Judge/Executive 

Pete Garrett County Commissioner 

Brian Painter County Commissioner 

Kenneth Rechtin County Commissioner 

Pat Walsh Assistant County Attorney 

Robert Horine County Administrator, CCFC 

Melissa Williams Director of Administration, CCFC 

Paula Spicer Fiscal Court Clerk, CCFC 

Matt Elberfeld Finance Director, CCFC 

David Plummer Solid Waste Coordinator, CCFC 

Greg Meyers Mayor, Highland Heights 

Jim Collins City Administrator, Highland Heights 

William Rachford Mayor, Alexandria 

Ed Riehl Mayor, Bellevue 

Neal Bedel Mayor, Silver Grove 

Jim Hamberg Mayor, Southgate 

Ronnie Walton Mayor, Melbourne 

Jerry Peluso Mayor, Newport 

Ron Lovan Northern Kentucky Water District 

David Rager Sanitation District No. 1 

Anne Wildman Northern Kentucky Area Development District 

 

Judge Pendery called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Introductions followed. 

 

Judge Pendery talked about several issues and proposed bills before the General Assembly that 

may be of interest to local government.  (1) A special session may be held to address pension 

reform so that the General Assembly can first determine a means of funding the pension during 

the budget process.  (2) Regulation of scrap metal recycling businesses.  There are problems with 

people taking scrap metal obtained in Kentucky over to Ohio for sale.  Judge Pendery suggested 

that the Fiscal Court may want to revisit its proposed precious metals ordinance.  (3) Agency 

bonding for State universities.  Many projects for universities including Northern Kentucky 

University have been in limbo for lack of bonding ability.  (4) Redistricting.  (5) Allow local 
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options sales tax.  This would allow residents to vote on a tax for local projects.  Judge Pendery 

explained that some northern Kentucky officials are working with the Metropolitan Alliance for 

Growth (MAG) and officials from Lexington and Louisville on issues of common interest.  Both 

of these Cities want the local option sales tax bill to pass because they anticipate that there will 

be no funding for projects from Frankfort for a long time.   

 

Judge Pendery opened discussion about the Brent Spence Bridge.  He showed a brief video 

prepared by OKI of potential traffic gridlocks and increased travel time due to the Brent Spence 

Bridge.  Judge Pendery explained that the existing bridge would not be replaced, but rather a new 

bridge built parallel along the west side of it doubling the capacity; the estimated cost is $2.7 

billion.  The bridge project has been talked about and studied for ten or more years at a cost of 

$50 to $75 million.  He advised that a preferred alternative design has been selected for the 

bridge.  Judge Pendery stated that the implementation of tolls is the last thing that anybody 

wants, but it is not likely that the bridge will be built without tolls unless the Kentucky 

legislature comes up with funding.  He stated that the highway trust fund will be broke in a few 

years.  They can expect no funding from the federal government.  Federal transportation funds 

are sent to the state and disbursed by them.  At this time there are four bridges in Kentucky that 

need to be replaced.  Both the Ohio and Kentucky Governors want the bridge project to start in 

2014 and are looking for creative ways to get funding.  If tolls are implemented, local people will 

get a better rate than other traffic.  Judge Pendery expects that information will be available in 

the next couple of months regarding financing of the project.   

 

David Rager, Executive Director of Sanitation District No. 1, first informed the group of his 

background in local government.  His goal as Executive Director of SD1 is to focus on customer 

service.  He explained that SD1 actually operates two utilities: the sanitary utility and storm 

water utility for the region.  Mr. Rager stated that from the 1930’s to 1995 SD1 ran treatment 

plants and a few collection sewers.  In 1995 a decision was made to move all collection systems 

to SD1.  Five years later, the federal government sued all communities for failure to comply with 

the Clean Water Act resulting in the current Consent Decree.  He explained the Consent Decree 

as a contract between SD1 and a federal judge whereby SD1 agrees to do certain things to avoid 

sanitary overflows.  In addition to sanitary sewers, SD1 also manages storm water for the region; 

all but two communities have transferred their storm water assets to SD1.  The City of Florence 

handles its own storm and sanitary utilities.  Mr. Rager then talked about plans that have been 

submitted by SD1 and the timeline that they are working under to comply with the Consent 

Decree.  He stated that about 45 percent of every dollar taken in by SD1 goes to pay debt service.  

Mr. Rager discussed the status of the proposed Ash Street sewer project and objections of the 

Camp Springs residents.  He described the project and stated that they would like to start in six 

months, however if SD1 gets sued, the project will be delayed.  He expects that the next set of 

regulations will be more storm water requirements.  Judge Pendery stated that the 

Judge/Executives have some authority over SD1’s budget.  There is a new law that makes Fiscal 

Courts responsible if a rate increase is over five percent.  Mr. Rager stated that the next potential 

rate increase is May 2013; he hopes to keep it under five percent.   

 

Ron Lovan, Executive Director of Northern Kentucky Water District, stated that the Water 

District has challenges similar to the Sanitation District, i.e. aging infrastructure and EPA 

mandates.  They have just upgraded two plants and have one more to do.  The Water District 
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recently got approval for two year rate increases of about 3 percent.  He stated that there has 

been a lot of oversight of special districts lately. 

 

Robert Horine reported on electronic emergency protection orders.  Judge Karen Thomas, 

founder of the Northern Kentucky Regional Mental Health Court, has been working on starting 

an electronic emergency protection order program in Campbell County.  Processing emergency 

protective orders (EPO) electronically will save time and cut down on paperwork for law 

enforcement.  The system will also work for search warrants.  Mr. Horine announced that Judge 

Thomas recently received a $1 million grant for a juvenile program to be operated by NorthKey. 

 

Robert Horine provided an update on recent personnel changes in Campbell County.  Jeff 

Kidwell was elected Sheriff in a special election and took office immediately due to the 

resignation of former Sheriff John Dunn.  Sheriff Kidwell has been working closely with the 

Fiscal Court.  Jim Seibert, former Fiscal Director, went to work as the Finance Director for the 

Sheriff’s office on a temporary basis until his retirement on February 1, 2013.  Richard Lucas, 

Assistant Fiscal Affairs Director, is resigning and moving to the Sheriff’s office as its new 

Finance Director.  Mr. Horine introduced Matt Elberfeld who has taken Mr. Seibert’s place as 

Finance Director.  Ken Schultz, Road Supervisor is retiring on February 1, 2013 and will be 

replaced by Luke Mantel.  Greg Buckler, Jailer will retire effective February 1, 2013, and Judge 

Pendery must appoint somebody to serve the remainder of his term.  Mr. Buckler who has been 

Jailer for 14 years, implemented many new programs and added beds at the jail.   

 

Melissa Williams announced that A J Jolly Park will celebrate its 50
th

 Anniversary this year.  To 

commemorate this, the Jolly Park Community Development Council is hosting an event on 

August 17.  The Community Development Council is a group of volunteers that was formed to 

improve the park.  They are drafting a new Master Plan for the Park to be submitted to the Fiscal 

Court in June.  Ms. Williams described some of the activities planned for the anniversary 

celebration.   

 

Robert Horine advised that they did not meet with the Highway Department this week, but will 

meet with them next week.  After that meeting he will send out an update of current and 

proposed transportation projects.   

 

Robert Horine reported that representatives have met with the Campbell County Consolidated 

Dispatch Center to discuss replacement of the land-line fee for operating costs at the dispatch 

center.  A number of options have been identified, including replacing it with a per unit fee 

levied on all residential and business units in Campbell County.  The fee would be shown as a 

separate line item on tax bills and the amount of the fee would be as close as possible to the 

current land-line fee.  Under this scenario, landlords would be responsible for tenant’s fees and 

no fee would be applied to undeveloped property.   

 

Judge Pendery pointed out that fliers were distributed prior to the meeting for the Campbell 

County Clean Up on April 12, 13 and 14, 2013 and Shred Day on April 20, 2013. 

 

Judge Pendery asked if there were any subjects that the attendees would like to see on the next 

agenda, and announced that the next Mayor’s Meeting will be on April 23, 2013.   
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There being no further items for discussion, Judge Pendery thanked those in attendance and the 

meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.   

 

 APPROVED: 

 

 

 ____________________________________  

 STEVE PENDERY 

 Campbell County Judge/Executive 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________  

Paula K. Spicer 

Fiscal Court Clerk 

 


