
Christmas time can be very stressful time for everyone so make sure that all in the family is willing to 

take on this responsibility of owning a pet.  

 

 

1)      Make sure your lifestyle and finances can accommodate having a pet  

 

2)      Gift Certificates are available at the Campbell Co Animal Shelter and they have a year to use them  

 

3)      Candles- A wagging tail could knock down candles on a coffee table and start a fire. Put them in a 

hard out of reach spot  

 

4)      Christmas Plants- Ivy, Lilies, Mistletoe, Amaryllis and Poinsettias are highly toxic for your pets and 

can cause severe stomach pains, throwing up and diarrhea.  

 

5)      Gift Wrap and Ribbons- Dogs especially puppies can and sometimes will eat anything. So make sure 

to pick up wrapping as soon as the gifts are opened.  

 

6)      Christmas tree hazards for your pets- anchor your tree securely- fallen Christmas tree needles are 

toxic if eaten and are very sharp and could easily get stuck in your pets paws. Remember to clean them 

regularly. Keep tinsels, ornaments and ribbons out of you pets reach. Cats are very attracted to them 

and if eaten it can become lodges in their intestines. This could be fatal.  

 

7)      Don’t forget chocolate is highly toxic for you pets, so don’t hang it on the Christmas Tree or your 

pets could be tempted.  

 

8)      Protect the electric cords and lights so pets can’t chew on them and electrocute themselves.  

 

9)      Don’t let your pet drink out of the tree stand. It may contain toxic bacteria or chemicals  

 

10)   Christmas food to avoid giving your pet  

 

a)      Alcohol  

 

b)      Chocolate  

 

c)       Rich Fatty Foods such as ham, t turkey or the Christmas Goose. These items can cause pancreatitis  

 

d)      Grapes and Raisins- these can cause kidney failure in dogs. Repeated vomiting and hyperactivity 

are the early signs  

 

e)      Bones= they can splinter and cause an obstruction or lacerations of the digestive system  

 

f)       Nuts- almonds, non-moldy walnuts and pistachios as well as macadamia nuts are very toxic to pets 

and can cause serious health issues and death.  



 

g)      Don’t forget to caution your guests not to give your pet any table scraps or any of the above foods 


